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600 Foothill Owner, LP 

600 Foothill Blvd. 

La Cañada Flintridge, CA 91011 

 

Dear 600 Foothill Owner, LP: 

 

Recently I was contacted by your associate, Alexandra Hack regarding an Arborist 

Report concerning a planned senior housing project on the property located at 600 

Foothill Blvd., La Canada Flintridge. The proposal was signed on May 19, 2020. The 

following report summarizes my findings: 

 

Background 
 

The subject property is located at the southwest corner of Foothill Blvd. and Woodleigh 

Lane in the City of La Cañada Flintridge. It is situated in a commercial zone area and is 

bordered on the west side by the La Cañada Presbyterian Church. There are a total of 16 

trees growing on or near the subject property including 4 Coast Live Oak and 4 City of 

La Cañada Flintridge Street Trees. All  the trees on this commercial property are 

protected. I began my inspection on Thursday, May 21, 2020. The Tree/Site Inspection 

Section describes my observations concerning the subject trees. 

 

Tree/Site Inspection 
 

Tr ee #1 is a Quercus agrifolia or Coast Live Oak. The tree measures 50 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. (Diameter Breast Height) as measured 54 inches above the soil grade. 

The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 36 feet from the tree’s trunk. The spread 

of the tree is approximately 70 feet. The height of the tree is estimated to be roughly 60 

feet tall. The tree is located near the latter one-third of the subject property near the 

western boundary with the La Cañada Presbyterian Church. It is situated in a tree planter 

which is bordered by Oleander shrubs and Algerian Ivy on the west side. Ivy climbs the 

west side of the tree’s trunk. The majority of the tree’s growing area is covered with 

asphalt parking area. No irrigation was observed in the planter near the tree. The lower 

trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. There is minor 

Western Sycamore Borer insect damage on the tree’s bark tissue along the lower trunk. It 

is a single-trunk tree which forms 2 co-dominant stems at a point 5.5 feet above the 

ground. There is included bark tissue at the union of these stems creating weak structure. 

Four cables were observed in the crown supporting the structure of the Oak. Utility wires 

run through the tree’s crown. The tree’s crown is balanced with minor asymmetry. The  
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Tree/Site Inspection-Continued 
 

west side of the tree’s crown growing into the La Cañada Presbyterian Church property 

does not appear to have been pruned recently. The tree’s crown has been pruned and 

raised. The foliage size and color appear normal. The crown density is fair. Small clumps 

of brown dead foliage in the crown appear to be the result of Oak Twig Girdler insect 

damage. New growth is visible on the branch terminals. The tree is in above average 

health and condition. Rating: B- 

 

Tree #2 is a Eucalyptus citriodora or Lemon Scented Gum. The tree measures 26 inches 

in diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 29 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 30 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 65 feet tall. The tree is located north of Tree #1 near the western 

boundary of the subject property. It is situated in an irrigated shrub planter bed. Algerian 

Ivy and Oleander shrubs grow nearby. The trunk bows and leans south away from a 

second Eucalyptus tree. It leans 30 degrees south. The lower trunk area is intact. No 

mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. The tree’s crown has been pruned and 

raised. It is unbalanced and asymmetrical. Crossing, rubbing limbs were observed in the 

tree’s crown. The foliage size and color appear normal. The crown density is fair. The 

tree is in slightly below average health and condition. Rating: C- 

 

Tree #3 is a Eucalyptus citriodora or Lemon Scented Gum. The tree measures 28 inches 

in diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 34 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 68 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 65 feet tall. The tree is located north of Tree #2 near the western 

boundary of the subject property. It is situated in an irrigated shrub planter bed. Algerian 

Ivy and Oleander shrubs grow nearby. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, 

cavities or decay was observed. The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. It is 

balanced with minor asymmetry. This single-trunk tree forms two co-dominant stems at a 

point 10 feet above the ground. There is included bark at the union. There is a crossing 

stem which has fused with the other stem. The foliage size and color appear normal. The 

crown density is fair. The tree is in  average health and condition. Rating: C 

 

Tree #4 is a Juniperus occidentalis or Western Juniper. The tree measures 3, 3, 3, 3, 3, 5, 

5, 8, 8, 9 and 12 inches in diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures 

roughly 20 feet from the tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 40 feet. The 

height of the tree is estimated to be roughly 45 feet tall. The tree is located north of Tree 

#3. It is situated in a shrub planter bed surrounded by Algerian Ivy. Ivy covers the root 

crown or base of the tree. It has a low-growing crown. The lower trunk area is intact. No 

mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. It is a multi-trunk tree. It has narrow 

crotches and weak structure. The tree’s crown is crowded, suppressed and shaded by 

other nearby trees. It is balanced with minor asymmetry. The foliage size and color 

appear normal. The crown density is sparse. I would estimate that 30% of the tree’s 

crown is composed of dead wood. The tree is in below average condition. Rating: D+ 
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Tree/Site Inspection-Continued 
 

Tree #5 is a Pinus radiata or Monterey Pine. The tree measures 14 and 17 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 28 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 52 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 48 feet tall. The tree is located east of Tree #4. It is situated in an 

irrigated front lawn area. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or decay 

was observed. It is a multi-trunk tree with two co-dominant stems which form a union at 

a point two feet above the ground. There is included bark at the union creating weak 

structure. The tree is balanced with minor asymmetry. Surface roots are visible in the 

lawn. The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. The foliage size is normal however 

the foliage color is yellow or chlorotic. I would estimate that approximately 30% of the 

tree’s crown is composed of dead wood. The crown density is sparse. The tree is in poor 

health and condition. Rating: D 

 

Tree #6 is a Cupaniopsis anacardioides or Carrotwood. The tree measures 10 and 17 

inches in diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 20 feet 

from the tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 33 feet. The height of the 

tree is estimated to be roughly 25 feet tall. The tree is located near the northeast corner of 

the subject property. It is situated in a shrub planter bed. Gazania and Pittosporum shrubs 

grow nearby. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or decay was 

observed. It is a multi-trunk tree whose stems form a union at a point 4 feet above the 

ground. The tree is unbalanced with the majority of the crown on the west side. The tree’s 

crown has been pruned and raised. The foliage size is and color appear normal. There is 

crown die-back at the top. The crown density is fair. The tree is in slightly below average 

health and condition. Rating: C- 

 

Tree #7 is a Cupaniopsis anacardioides or Carrotwood. The tree measures 12 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 16 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 30 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 25 feet tall. The tree is located southeast of Tree #6 near the 

intersection of Woodleigh Lane and Foothill Blvd. It is situated in a shrub planter bed. 

Lavender, Society Garlic and other shrubs grow nearby. The lower trunk area is intact. 

No mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. The tree is balanced with the minor 

asymmetry. The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. The foliage size is and color 

appear normal. Crown die-back was observed. The crown density is fair. The tree is in 

slightly below average health and condition. Rating: C- 

 

Tree #8 is a Cupaniopsis anacardioides or Carrotwood. The tree measures 21 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 16 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 30 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 28 feet tall. The tree is located east of the existing building and 

south of Tree #7. It is situated in an irrigated lawn area. The lower trunk area is intact. No 

mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. This single-trunk tree forms co-dominant  
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Tree/Site Inspection-Continued 
 

stems at a point 5 feet above the ground. Included bark was observed at the union of these 

stems, creating weak structure. The tree is balanced with the minor asymmetry. The tree’s 

crown has been pruned and raised. The foliage size is and color appear normal. There is 

minor dead wood in the tree’s crown. The crown density is normal. The tree is in average 

health and condition. Rating: C 

 

Tree #9 is a Cupaniopsis anacardioides or Carrotwood. The tree measures 9 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 10 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 20 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 17 feet tall. The tree is located in the courtyard on the south side 

of the existing building. It is situated in an irrigated tree planter bed. Red Apple Ice Plant 

grows nearby. A concrete patio surrounds the tree planter. The lower trunk area is intact. 

No mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. The tree is balanced with the minor 

asymmetry. The tree forms multiple stems at a point 8 feet above the ground. It has 

narrow crotches and weak structure. The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. The 

foliage size is and color appear normal. The crown density is normal. The tree is in good 

health and condition. Rating: B 

 

Tree #10 is a Quercus agrifolia or Coast Live Oak. The tree measures 3, 5 and 6 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 10 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 20 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 25 feet tall. The tree is located near the southwest corner of the 

asphalt parking lot of the subject property. It is 5 feet east of Utility Pole #1197022E. 

Power lines run through the tree’s crown. The tree is situated in a shrub planter bed 

surrounded by Oleander shrubs. The tree’s trunk is embedded in the chain-link fence 

which runs along the southern boundary of the subject property. The tree’s trunk 

straddles the south property line. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities 

or decay was observed. It is a multi-trunk tree which has co-dominant stems and included 

bark creating weak structure. The crown is balanced with minor asymmetry. The tree has 

been pruned and raised. The foliage size and color appear normal. The crown density is 

normal. The tree is in slightly above average health and condition. Rating: C+ 

 

Tree #11 is a Quercus agrifolia or Coast Live Oak. The tree measures 7 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 10 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 20 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 18 feet tall. The tree is located in the middle of the south asphalt 

parking lot area. It is 53 feet north of Utility Pole #4624479E. The tree is situated in a 

large, bare tree planter. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or decay 

was observed. No irrigation is visible. The tree’s crown is low-growing. The foliage size 

and color appear normal. There is minor Anthracnose disease on the margins of the tree’s 

leaves. The crown density is normal. The tree is in excellent condition. Rating: A- 

 

 

Arborists and Environmental Consultants 
Page 4 



McKinley & Associates (818) 240-1358 

 

Tree/Site Inspection-Continued 
 

 

Tree #12 is a Quercus agrifolia or Coast Live Oak. The tree measures 30 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 40 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 80 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 65 feet tall. The tree is located 16 feet southwest of Tree #4 and 

west of the chain-link fence which runs along the western boundary of the subject 

property. It is located next to the chain-link fence inside the La Cañada Presbyterian 

Church property ! Algerian Ivy grows on the fence and under the Oak. The lower trunk 

area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. The tree’s crown has been 

pruned and raised. The crown is balanced with minor asymmetry. It is crowded by other 

nearby trees. The foliage size is and color appear normal. The crown density is fair. I 

would estimate that approximately 10% of the tree’s crown is composed of dead wood. 

The tree is in slightly above average health and condition. Rating: C+ 

 

 

Tree #13 is a Lagerstroemia indica or Crape Myrtle. The tree measures 7 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 8 feet from the tree’s 

trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 16 feet. The height of the tree is estimated 

to be roughly 17 feet tall. The tree is located in the front of the subject property. It is on 

the left or west side of the entrance walkway and 2 feet south of the curb along Foothill 

Blvd. The tree is situated inside a 3 foot by 3 foot tree planter surrounded by concrete 

sidewalk. No irrigation is visible. It is a City of La Cañada Flintridge Street Tree. There 

is no landscape in the planter. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or 

decay was observed. The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. The crown is balanced 

with minor asymmetry. The foliage size is and color appear normal. The crown density is 

fair. There is minor dead wood in the tree’s crown. The tree is in average health and 

condition. Rating: C 

 

 

Tree #14 is a Lagerstroemia indica or Crape Myrtle. The tree measures 7 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 9 feet from the tree’s 

trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 18 feet. The height of the tree is estimated 

to be roughly 20 feet tall. The tree is located in the front of the subject property. It is 38 

feet east of Tree #13 and 2 feet south of the curb along Foothill Blvd. The tree is situated 

inside a 3 foot by 3 foot tree planter surrounded by concrete sidewalk. No irrigation is 

visible. It is a City of La Cañada Flintridge Street Tree. There is no landscape in the 

planter. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or decay was observed. 

The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. The crown is balanced with minor 

asymmetry. The foliage size is and color appear normal. The crown density is fair. The 

tree is in slightly above average health and condition. Rating: C+ 
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Tree/Site Inspection-Continued 
 

Tree #15 is a Lagerstroemia indica or Crape Myrtle. The tree measures 6 inches in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 10 feet from the 

tree’s trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 20 feet. The height of the tree is 

estimated to be roughly 19 feet tall. The tree is located in the front of the subject 

property. It is 57 feet east of Tree #14 and 2 feet south of the curb along Foothill Blvd. 

The tree is situated inside a 3 foot by 3 foot tree planter surrounded by concrete sidewalk. 

No irrigation is visible. It is a City of La Cañada Flintridge Street Tree. There is no 

landscape in the planter. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, cavities or decay 

was observed. The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. The crown is balanced with 

minor asymmetry. The foliage size is and color appear normal. The crown density is fair. 

The tree is in excellent condition. Rating: A- 

 

Tree #16 is a Lagerstroemia indica or Crape Myrtle. The tree measures one inch in 

diameter at D.B.H. The tree has a drip line, which measures roughly 3 feet from the tree’s 

trunk. The spread of the tree is approximately 5 feet. The height of the tree is estimated to 

be roughly 8 feet tall. The tree is located in the front of the subject property. It is west of 

Tree #13 near the western boundary of the subject property and 2 feet south of the curb 

along Foothill Blvd. The tree is situated inside a 3 foot by 3 foot tree planter surrounded 

by concrete sidewalk. No irrigation is visible. It is a City of La Cañada Flintridge Street 

Tree. There is no landscape in the planter. The lower trunk area is intact. No mushrooms, 

cavities or decay was observed. The tree’s crown has been pruned and raised. The crown 

is balanced with minor asymmetry. The foliage size is and color appear normal. The 

crown density is fair. The tree is in good health and condition. Rating: B 

 

General Observations 
 

The subject property is located in a commercial area in the City of La Cañada Flintridge. 

The nearby buildings and grounds are generally clean and well  maintained. The 

proposed project involves the construction of a Senior Housing Complex on the site. 

There will be subterranean parking on this project. There are a total of 16 trees growing 

on or near the subject property. The four Street Trees identified as Tree #13, Tree #14, 

Tree #15 and Tree #16 will be preserved. The two large Coast Live Oak trees identified 

as Tree #1 and Tree #12 will also be preserved. The Coast Live Oak identified as Tree 

#10 growing along the southern boundary will be removed. Since the combined diameter 

is greater than 12 inches a permit is required in order to remove this tree. There will be a 

total of 10 trees removed including one small Coast Live Oak identified as Tree #11. Tree 

#11 is less than 12 inches in diameter. The proposed new Senior Housing Building will 

encroach to within 17 feet of the center of the Oak tree’s trunk of Tree #1. This same 

building will encroach to within 21 feet, 4 inches of the trunk of Tree #12. The level of 

encroachment on these Oak trees appears to be moderate. Based upon the current plans it 

appears that one native Oak tree will be removed. The removal of the 10 trees from this  
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General Observations 
 

commercial property is regulated by the Planning Department. Tree replacement planting 

is normally required on site. The size of the replacement trees is usually specified by the 

Planning Department. The most common form of replacement planting is the planting if 

one-24 inch-box size tree for each tree removed from the site. The removal of Tree #10 

will require the planting of one-24 inch-box size replacement Coast Live Oak as specified 

by the City Ordinance. The landscape plans provide sufficient trees to meet the 

replacement tree requirement. 

 

Recommendation 
 

Based upon my inspection of the subject trees and property it is my opinion that the four 

City Street Trees and the three remaining Coast Live Oak trees can be preserved. The 

following tree preservation mitigation measures are recommended for this project: 

 

1. Prior to any further grading or construction it is recommended that the contractor 

install protective T-Panel chain-link fencing out to the drip line of all protected 

trees to be preserved. Orange plastic safety fencing should be zip-tied to the 

chain-link fence for added visibility. In cases where it is not possible to use 

fencing the trunks of the trees should be wrapped in orange plastic fencing for 

identification. Hay bales should be placed next to all 4 sides of each tree or old 

mattresses should be strapped to the tree trunks to protect the tree trunks. 

 

2. The use of tractors and heavy equipment within the drip line of each tree should 

be minimized. Where possible the work performed within each tree’s drip line 

should be done with small tools in order to minimize root damage. 

 

3. Continuous digging and trenching within the drip line of the Oak trees will be 

necessary. Where possible roots 2 inches or greater should be preserved. 

 

4. Roots which are cut or damaged must be pruned with a clean, sharp pruning tool 

back to the side of the trench or excavation and must be covered with moist cloth 

or burlap until the trench can be backfilled in order to prevent the root ends from 

desiccating. 

 

5. Pruning of roots or branches and other tree related work should be supervised by 

an ISA Arborist. Pruning work must conform to Best Management Practices and 

ANSI A-300 Standards and Guidelines. 

 

6. Prohibit dumping of excess soil, concrete, mortar, cement, stucco, paint and other 

foreign materials and debris within the drip line of trees to be preserved. 

Designate a washout area outside of each tree’s drip line in order to prevent 

contamination of the tree’s root zone. 
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Recommendation-Continued 
 

7. Avoid adding fill material over the existing grade within the drip line of all trees 

to be preserved. Under no circumstances should fill soil be applied near tree 

trunks. 
 

8. If there are future plans to install irrigation then it is recommended that irrigation 

trenching be performed outside of the drip lines of the trees to be preserved. The 

area within the last 6 feet of the tree trunks must not be watered or wetted. 
 

9. Future landscape around the Oak trees should include plants which have similar 

growth and irrigation requirements. Drip and surface mounted irrigation is best. 

Plantings should be spaced out and somewhat sparse under the trees. It is 

important to avoid planting ground covers which will compete for air, water and 

nutrients within the Oak tree’s root zone. It is best to apply a 2 to 4 inch layer of 

mulch over the roots out to the tree’s drip line wherever possible. 
 

10. Contractor must be required to protect roots, bark, trunk, limbs, branches and 

leaves of all trees to be preserved from damage during construction. 
 

11. There will be 10 existing trees removed from the subject property as part of this 

project. The City Planning Department will specify the number and size of trees 

required to be replaced on this site as a condition of approval. I would recommend 

that if there is sufficient space on the site that 10-24 inch-box size trees be planted 

to compensate for the loss of the existing trees. Tree #10 is a native Oak and will 

require a Tree Removal Permit to be issued by the City. 
 

12. The remaining trees should be monitored by an I.S.A. Certified Arborist 

throughout the construction period and the health and condition of each tree 

should be reported to the City. 
 

Summary/Conclusion  
 

In conclusion, it is my professional opinion that it is possible to construct the proposed 

Senior Housing Project while preserving the two native Coast Live Oak trees and the four  

City Street Trees. The level of encroachment required for the construction of the new 

building is moderate on Tree #1 and Tree #12. Roots and branches must be pruned back 

in order to accommodate the building footing, subterranean parking and the side of the 

new multi-level building. Trimming the crown back lightly on the La Cañada 

Presbyterian Church side of both Oaks is also recommended in order to protect them 

from becoming overextended. The tree protection fencing must be installed prior to initial 

demolition activity and must remain throughout the entire construction period. The 

remaining trees should be monitored by an I.S.A. Certified Arborist throughout the  

construction period and their health and condition should be reported to the developer 

and the City of La Cañada Flintridge. If the above stated recommendations are followed 

then I believe it is possible to preserve the remaining trees on the site. 
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Limitations   
 

Information contained in this report covers only those areas that were examined and 

reflects the condition of those areas at the time of inspection. The inspection was limited 

to visual examination. Arboriculture is not an exact science and there is much that is still 

to be learned about trees. Observations and recommendations provided in this report 

reflect the latest research, knowledge and training available through university and 

professional research. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that 

problems or deficiencies of the trees or property in question may not arise in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

I sincerely hope that this information has been valuable in assisting you identifying which 

trees will be impacted by the proposed construction project. Thank you for the 

opportunity to serve you and your arboricultural and horticultural needs. If you have any 

further questions, please feel free to contact me during the day on my business cell phone 

at (818) 426-2432 or you may call my office phone at (818) 240-1358. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

William R. McKinley 
 

William R. McKinley, Consulting Arborist 

American Society of Consulting Arborists 

Certified Arborist #WE-4578A 

International Society of Arboriculture 
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